A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

Dornell, when they were indoors, with an ironical
laugh of fondness which demanded no answer.

The girl winced, and he noticed that his wife
looked appealingly at him. As the conversation went
on, and there were signs that Dornell would express
sentiments that might do harm to a position which
they could not alter, Mrs. Dornell suggested that
Betty should leave the room till her father and herself
had finished their private conversation ; and this Betty
obediently did.

Dornell renewed his animadversions freely. ' Did
you see how the sound of his name frightened her ?'
he presently added. * If you didn't, I did. Zounds!
what a future is in store for that poor little unfortunate
wench OT mine! I tell 'ee, Sue, 'twas not a marriage
at all, in morality, and if I were a woman in such a
position, I shouldn't feel it as one. She might, with-
out a sign of sin, love a man of her choice as well
now as if she were chained up to no other at all
There, that's my mind, and I can't help it. Ah, Sue,
my man was best! He'd ha' suited her.'

* I don't believe it,' she replied incredulously.

* You  should  see  him;   then you would.     He's
growing up a fine fellow, I can tell 'ee*'

'Hush! not so loud!' she answered, rising from
her seat and going to the door of the next room,
whither her daughter had betaken herself. To Mrs.
Dornell's alarm, there sat Betty in a reverie, her
round eyes fixed on vacancy, musing so deeply that
she did not perceive her mother's entrance. She
had heard every word, and was digesting the new
knowledge.

Her mother felt that Falls-Park was dangerous
ground for a young girl of the susceptible age, and
in Betty's peculiar position, while Dornell talked and
reasoned thus. She called Betty to her, and they
took leave. The Squire would not clearly promise
to return and make King's-Hintock Court his perma-
nent abo^e; but Betty's presence there, as at former
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